The Spotlight, 1999 November 5 by unknown
November 5, 1999Vol. Ely---- No. 3
Sisters Chapel to be "Revived" with Technology
Jennifer Smith 
On-Site
After years of going 
without air conditioning 
and sufficient lavatory fa­
cilities, Sisters Chapel will 
be refurbished with funds 
raised by “Revival of the 
Spirit”: The Campaign to 
Restore and Renovate His­
toric Sisters Chapel.”
Co-campaign man­
ager and class of ‘86 
alumna Eloise Abernathy 
says that the campaign’s 
theme of revival “was bor­
rowed from [last year's 
homecoming theme]. We 
are bringing the chapel into 
a new age and will restore
it to its original grandeur.”
Abernathy and Direc­
tor of Major Gifts Karen 
Clay, along with alumnae, 
private foundations, trust­
ees, and other groups, are 
working to raise money 
that will provide the inter­
nal renovations for the 72- 
year-old building.
The planned renova­
tions include air condition­
ing, bathroom facilities, 
roofing repairs, and the 
replacement of windows 
and pews.
“This is the revival of 
Spelman, because [Sisters 
Chapel] is where we begin 
and end our matriculation,” 
says Major Gifts Officer
and class of '93 alumna 
Angela Glover.
"Our goal is to revive 
the students’ spirits to 
make them feel more com­
fortable in the chapel,” she
says. Glover adds that the 
exterior of Sisters Chapel 
will remain the same.
To date $ 1.25 million 
has been raised. The goal 
for 1999-2000 is to raise
$2.75 million, with the es­
timated total for renova­
tions being $4 million. It is 
hoped that the annual 
Spelman/ Morehouse 
Alumni Gala, to be held in 
New York City, will be a 
successful fundraiser for 
the campaign.
“Spelman women’s 
experiences are different 
throughout the ages, but 
we all connect to Sisters 
Chapel through the years,” 
says Abernathy.




After one year of 
renovation, MacVicar 
Hall, Spelman’s health fa­
cility, is expected to re­
open in November.
MacVicar will house 
the Health and Counseling
Larry Ware
Services and will have a 
75-seat classroom, as well 
as examination and con- 
ference/library rooms, 
laboratories and offices. 
Living space will also be 
provided for eight specially 
selected students who have 
an interest in health ser­
vices.
The renovation is 
costing about $4 million, 
which was given by the 
U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services.
MacVicar will also 
provide new programs 
such as the HIV Testing 




“[The programs] are 
comprehensive, thorough, 
and free," says Brenda 
Dalton, Chairperson of 
MacVicar Hall. "You can’t 
beat that combination in a 
world where the cost of 
health care is rising.”
Jamilla Coleman
Senior Kamilah Newton gives Dominique a ghoulish face 
at Spelman's annual Fall Festival. The festival is given by 
campus student organizations for neighborhood children 
before Halloween..
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Focus, the Spelman College literary magazine, is now ac­
cepting submissions of poetry, short stories, artwork, and photog­
raphy for the Focus 2000 millennium issue. Submissions from 
AUC and metro Atlanta contributors are welcomed. Bring work(s) 
to the Spelman English Department on the third floor of Cosby or 
email them to focus_magazine@hotmail.com.
Dependable crew and reporters with some journalism expe­
rience are needed for Spelman's new entertainment video maga­
zine "The Voice." Applicants must be self-motivated and re­
sourceful. Contact the Spelman Educational Media Department or 
call (404) 681-1643 ext. 2213 for more details.
The Spelman Comprehensive Writing Program will conduct 
the workshop: Research Part II: Documentation—Avoiding Pla­
giarism on Tuesday, November 9, in the Writing Center on the 
third floor of Cosby. Students are advised to sign up in the Writing 
Center beforehand to reserve a space.
Spelman College and The Eleanor Roosevelt Center at Val- 
Kill (ERVK) present "Gender Equality," a forum featuring guest 
lecturer Gloria Steinem and panelists Pearl Cleage, Dr. Beverly 
Guy-Sheftall and Loretta J. Ross. The forum will be held on 
Wednesday, November 10, 1999 at 7:00 p.m. in the Cosby 
Auditorium. There will be a reception immediately following the 
program.
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The Toni Cade Bambara Program
Fall's Forward Fashions
New trends for the season
Mahoganey Hutt 
On-Site
The Toni Cade 
Bambara Internship Pro­
gram provides a forum 
for Spelman students to 
critique racism, sexism 
and classism.
Formerly known as 
the Sage Internship, the 
program was founded in 
1985 and renamed in 
honor of the late scholar/ 
activist Bambara, who 
died in 1995.
The program tries 
to help students improve 
critical and analytical 
skills through writing. In 
addition, it offers students 
opportunities to produce 
newsletters and conduct 
forums addressing issues 
that affect African- 
American women.
Sherie Randoph, the 
program’s associate di­
rector, is committed to 
increasing the program ’ s 
visibility to students.
“People think it is 
something new, but it has 
acutally been around 
since I was a student,” 
says Randolph, a
Spelman alumna.
There are over 
twenty student interns in 
the program with majors 
in the sciences and the 
humanities. The interns 
spend about fifteen hours 
a month working on 
newsletters and develop­
ing a web page, among 
other projects. Influen­
tial writers, activists and 
scholars from all over the 
country serve as men­
tors.
Senior English ma­
jor Jamila Wade has 
been a Toni Cade 
B ambara intern for three 
years.
"I was just decid­
ing that I wanted to be a 
writer [when I joined the 
program]," she says.
She credits the in­
ternship with letting her 
"dialouge with people 
from other majors" and 
helping her to know what 
to do to become a 
succesful as a writer.
"Those things help 




With the new fall 
season comes a rebirth of 
style and “flava” as 
Spelman students break 
out their new trendy/ 
sporty ensembles to pro­
tect against the cold and 
look good while doing it.
Fashion trends from 
cuffed jeans to designer 
scarves so stylishly 
wrapped around the head 
are on display around 
campus. The “plain Jane” 
phase of muted solid col­
ors has ended as colorful 
and intricate prints 
emerge to allow the 
wearer to express herself 
creatively.
Julie Zappada, As­
sistant Manager of Bisou 
Bisou at Lenox Mall, says 
that “the animal print, 
wheter it’s leopard or ze­
bra, and sheer tops have 
been our number-one sell­
ers recently. Styles are 
becoming more risque."
“Vests are really in 
right now,” says 
Kimberely Johnson, lead 
cashier at the Gap in
Basic black is always a good choice.
Staff
Lenox Mall and a jun­
ior at Spelman. “And so 
are layering and denim 
jacktes,” she adds.
Being comfortable 
seems to be a key factor 
in the present sytles. 
Conrows, for example, 
are common in the 
AUC.
“They decrease the 
amount of time I have 
to spend on my hair,
and they can be worn 
with almost any outfit,” 
says sophomore 
Catherine Henderson.
“The new style is 
about [self-]expression,” 
says sophomore Brittany 
Snipes. “Just as person­
alities are diverse, fash­
ion is diverse, especially 
at Spelman.”
Are you a writer, photographer, 
activist, or just someone who's 
got something to say? Write for 
the Spotlight. We want and need 
your input. Stop by Lower 
Manley 104 for more 
information.
SARAH LAWRENCE a A 
COLLEGE AT J kA
Sarah Lawrence College at Oxford offers students the unparalleled opportunity to work individually 
with Oxford scholars in private tutorials, the hallmark of an Oxford education.
Open to qualified undergraduates, it is the only visiting student program sponsored by an American 
college that gives students from other colleges access to the full range of tutors and disciplines of 
Oxford University’s 37 colleges. In addition, each student has a wide range of privileges in Wadham 
College. This special relationship gives students access to the College’s junior common room, athletic 
teams, library, dining halls and social events, as well as voting rights in the Student Union.
I\HI >x: Sanili Lawrence College at Oxford. I Mead \\a>. hronwille, M 10708-5999 <800» 873-4752 e-mail: \leàwa> < inaiLsk.edii
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Jaguar Spirit/Health Vibe
A Look at Depo-Provera
Annya M. Lott 
Health Vibe
Injected with a needle 
in the buttock or upper arm 
of a patient, Depo-Provera 
protects against pregnancy 
for three months. It pre­
vents egg cells from ripen­
ing to be fertilized and al­
ters the lining of the uterus. 
The injection must be taken 
during the first five days 
after a normal menstrual 
period begins.
Research shows that 




may experience weight 
gain, dizziness and loss of 
menstrual cycle. There is 
also the possibility of the 
distortion of the liver.
“Most women can 
handle the side effects of 
Depo-Provera up to a 




Eshols says that she has 
not experienced any dam­
aging affects from using 
Depo-Provera. “In the be­
ginning of my first three 
months I experienced 
[blood] spotting. After the 
first three months, I didn’t 
have a period and I liked 
[not getting] it.”
Neither Depo- 
Provera nor the pill pro­
tects against STDs.
Depo-Provera and 
different forms of the pill, 
including Ortho Tri- 
Cyclen, are offered by 
Spelman Health Services 
in addition to diaphragms 
and condoms.
% of Accidental Pregnancies In First Year of Use
■XPLDHC THE «IGOR AND EXCITEMENT
OF CLASSICAL TFFI1N1NC3 IN ACTING
Program Highlights
• A faculty of some of Britain's most distinguished 
actors and directors
•Masterclasses
• Private tutorials with faculty
• Weekly trips to London stage productions
• Participation in staged productions
• Choice of semester or full-year programs
□pen to college 
JUNIORS RNO 5-EN1OFS 
IN GOOD flCHDEmiC STANDING
Contact 
Office of International Programs 
Sarah Lawrence College 
1 Mead Way 
Bronxville. New York 10708-5999 
(800) 873-4752 
E-mail: slcaway@mail.slc.edu
Roving Reporter: In a sexual relationship, who should
be responsible for providing birth control?
Photographed by Kanika Lyon Compiled by Rayna Ward, Voices Editor
"It’s not fair to put the 
responsibility on one 
person. If neither of them 





"The female should be 
responsible because she 





"The woman should take 
responsibility because 
unfortunately, today's men 





"It takes two to tango so 
both need to be 
responsible."




Russel Jones, a.k.a. Ol' 
Dirty Bastard, a.k.a. Big 





you save on this account
into CDs.
1 800 WACHOVIA 
WWW.WACHOVIA.COM
CONVENIENT WACHOVIA ATM LOCATIONS • FREE WACHOVIA ATM USE 
CK CARD • PC ACCESS • 24-HOUR PHONE ACCESS
Wachovia Bank, N.A. is a member FDIC. Accounts subject to approval. Wachovia Bank, N.A. imposes a fee for the use of non-Wachovia ATMs.
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Arts & Entertainment
Olu Opens Up
R&B singer discusses his aspirations
Najeema D. Washington 
A& E Editor
R&B singer Olu has 
been the opening act for 
Les Nubians on their multi­
city tour, but he is no new­
comer to music. A native 
of East Harlem, New York, 
the 25-year-old is an ac­
complished instrumental­
ist and has played since the 
age of 14. He spoke with 
the Spotlight before he 
and Les Nubians per­
formed at the Tabernacle 
nightclub in Atlanta.
SS: How did you get 
your start as a professional 
recording artist?
Olu: Studying kung- 
fu with Stuart Mathewman 
[producer/musician of 
Sade and Sweetback fame] 
I found out he was a musi­
cian and we started talking 
all the time after class. 
After a while I gave him a 
tape of my stuff, and he 
dug it... After [I gave him] 
three or four tapes he of­
fered to pass them on.
SS: Who are your 
musical influences ?
Olu: From Curtis
Mayfield to Bethoven to 
Nat King Cole. Butforthis 
particular project I drew 
from the school of Donnie 
Hathaway, Curtis 
Mayfield, Bobby Womak, 
Marvin Gaye, and Bill 
Withers. I’ 11 be honest with 
you, I’d love to do a more 
rock-influenced project or 
I’d love to score a movie.
SS: Do you find that 
being obsessed with im­
age is a problem in today ’ s 
music?
Olu: There are no 
stories [in today’s music]. 
It’s all about product, not 
really about content. 
Today’s music is wafer- 




there is a lot 
of good mu­
sic out there, 








with the slew of male 
R&B singers who are al­
ready out there?
Olu: It’s almost 
unavoidable...I definitely 
see myself as being dif­
ferent from the pack be­
cause I’m just alittle more 
angry, a little more hon­
est. I don’t want to just 
talk about women so that 
women buy my records 
and think I’m a big sex 
symbol.
Spelman College Department of 
Drama and Dance 
1999-2000 Season
Colored Museum Millenium Magic
November 4-6, 1999 March 30-April 1, 2000
8 p.m. 8 p.m.
November?, 1999 April 2, 2000
3 p.m. 3 p.m.
Spelman College Shakespeare 2000
Dance Theater in April 8, 2000
Concert 7 p.m.
November 18-20, 1999
8 p.m. Spelman Children's
November 21, 1999 Dance Theater
3 p.m. April 28-29, 2000
7 p.m.





All performances held in Baldwin Burroughs 
Theater
...the haps
AUC Comic View The Tabernacle
Friday, November 5 
Sisters Chapel 9 p.m. " Elizabeth Catlett
Sponsored by Abby Sculpture..."
Hall. $5 presale. $7 at Through Saturday,
the door. November 13
Spelman College
Destiny's Child and Museum of Fine Art
David Hollister Live Viewing times: Tues. -
Friday, November 12 Fri. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sat. 12-4 p.m.
Contact Student Admissions at 
(800) 992-4603 • admissions@bio2.edu • www.bio2.edu
1-800-722-TEENS
... ail kicked out
with the help of kids tike us
- Jamal, age IS 
Khaleeq, age IS 
nialcclm, age IS
Everybody loves to trash teenagers, right?
Maybe they don't realize that we do care. That we can make 
a difference. 6et involved in Crime Prevention, Clean up parks 
Teach younger kids. Start a schoot or neig h borhood watch. 
And help make your com mu nity safer and better f o r everyone. 
Together, we can prove them wrong by doing.something right 
Call Toll Free
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Voices
A Reader Responds
In the October 22,
1999 issue of the Spelman 
Spotlight, the Voices edi­
torial addressed the issue 
of what the writer called 
“intraracial” discrimina­
tion in the Black commu­
nity and in the AUC.
As a Nigerian Ameri­
can and a sister with a very 
dark complexion, I found 
the editorial disturbing and 
somewhat inaccurate. 
Though the article had 
good intentions, the means 
by which it went about es­
tablishing them were ex­
tremely offensive.
I was greatly of­
fended by the article’s ac­
cusation that dark toned 
sisters envy their lighter 
colored counterparts,' 
which is why, according 
to the article, lighter sis­
ters form bonds with one 
another which invariably 
exclude darker sisters.
Realistically, bonds are 
formed among people who 
have things in common and 
if people choose to form 
their bonds based on skin 
complexions, those bonds 
must not be too strong. In 
reality, the writer is actu­
ally contradicting herself 
when she later states that 
darker toned women feel 
that they are authentic 
“sistas from Africa.” Par­
don me if I am wrong, but 
if darker toned women 
were envious of lighter 
women, why would they 
feel pride for their authen­
ticity?
As a Nigerian Ameri­
can with a dark complex­
ion, I must assert my opin­
ion about this issue. Darker 
toned sisters do not envy 
their lighter colored sis­
ters. The “envy” the writer 
claims to see among darker 
sisters is not envy and an­
ger, but pain and regret. 
The attitudes inflicted upon 
darker toned sisters by the 
black community (espe­
cially black males and 
those in the AUC in par­
ticular), cause those feel­
ings, not our lighter toned 
counterparts.
It is most unfortunate 
that our community has 
been brainwashed for so 
long, it cannot look be­
yond the standards of those 
who have oppressed and 
obviously continue to op­
press us. Darker toned sis­
ters have and always will 
look beyond the ignorance 
of those who surround us 
by recognizing that true 
beauty is not something 
found upon the shell of a 
person, but discovered 
within the realms of the 
soul.
Never Meant to Be
He was evervtliii._ 1 ever wanted in a man
So much so 1 called him walking perfection, it was as 
if he emerged from one of inv dreams 
Everything about him fascinated me 
I pictured us together for years, maybe forever 
Our love for each other growing more each day 
But that was never meant to be 
Swept aw ay on a smoke cloud.of inhibitions:
We moved too fast, induging our suppressed desires 
We did too niuch too soon, surpassing illicit 
boundaries;
As we kissed. I env isioned us one day being together 
As he ravenously sucked my nipples. I pictured us 
waking up in each other's arms 
As my nails dug into his back, coinciding with his 
penetration of me
I saw my dream world distort, and slowly fade away 
before my ey es
losing my self in thoughts of me and him. w ondering 
w here 1 went wrong 
But I realize now it wasn't me 
Cause it w as nev er meant to be
-Shura B.
-E. Joyce Iyamu 
Freshman
/Isk ^aaiAara
I have a friend who’s involved in a very unhealthy 
relationship. She’s sad and depressed and comes 
crying to me about her boyfriend all the time. No 
matter how much advice people give her, she 
won’t leave her so-called man alone. I’m 
concerned about my friend but I’m getting tired of 
hearing about it if she’s only going to continue to 
go back to him. What should I do?
-Too Thru with Young, Sad, & Blue
Too Thru with Young, Sad & Blue- 
It is time for you to give your friend some tough 
love. Tell her that you are getting tired of her 
chronic complaints about her “so-called” man 
and if she is going to continue to put up with his 
mess then you don’t want to hear about it 
anymore. She should realize that her “man” only 
does things to her because she lets him. She needs 
to work on improving her own self-confidence, 
which will allow her to realize he is not worthy of 
her time or her love.
This is my third year going to school in the AUC. 
I’ve been to a variety of different places, 
participated in a variety of activities, but I haven't 
met a guy who interests me. Any suggestions?
-Dateless in Atlanta
Dateless in Atlanta-
First you should stop looking. Love sometimes 
comes when you're not expecting it so much. In 
the meantime, if you’re having trouble finding a 
date, why not hang out with your girlfriends or 
make new male friends. Most good relationships 
start out as friendships. Next, consider what kind 
of person you’re looking for. If you’re going to 
places looking for a Shemar Moore, then you have 
better chances in California!
1 .WTio’s funnier, Chris Rock or Morehouse Athletics? 2. Just when Morehouse 
wins one game, all of a sudden they’re ready for the Super Bowl. 3. How come 
Morehouse guys like white girls from Emory or each other? 4. When are they 
going to give the Taco Bell dog a lowrider and a West Side tattoo? 5. How is it 
that I come to class more than my professor? 6. And how is it possible to flunk 
a class when the teacher is barely there to grade anything? 7. Doesn’t that guy look 
more like a Spelman woman than a Morehouse man? 8. And how come he dresses 
better than some of us? 9.1 would like to present the coveted Lame-Ass Nigga 
Award to Joe from Dallas. 10. Why is parking like playing musical chairs? 11. 
Why is it that some Public Safety officers carry guns and some don’t? 12. And 
who is that pimped-out Public Safety dude who wears the Gucci shades and 
listens to Cash Money in the patrol booth? 13. That’s my Dawg!!! 14. Isn’t Dr. 
Manley Spelman’s first president with a perm? 15. Did the Warehouse just 
change its name again? 16. Whatever happened to the days when you used to wait 
in zero degree weather to catch a shuttle to a club? 17. How come the same guys 
hang around Market Friday like dirty old men at schoolyards? 18. How come you 
got a S-U-V and no J-O-B? 19. Is it just me or does-it seem like the Tiger is the 
newsletter to a chemical dependency support group? 20. And doesn’t it remind 
you of a bootleg version of Vibe magazine, only with more misspelled words? 
21. Oh yeah, buy your own damn stands!!!
-N. Cognito
